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ABSTRACT : 

A profile service, instance is linked to a plurality of external data stores. Each external 
data store is associated with a predefined data store connector class that describes a 
connector object that establishes a link and provides methods to query the associated data 
store. An external data store profile is created in the profile service that names the 
connector class. An external data store reference object is created in the profile service 
instance that identifies the external data store profile and a number of parameters that 
specify particular data desired from the external data store. A profile within the profile 
service instance includes an attribute that names the data store reference object. When the 
attribute is evaluated, the data store reference object is instantiated, optionally using 
parameters specified at runtime, and passed as a parameter to an instance of the data store 
connector class identified by the external data store profile. The external data store 
connector instance applies the query methods to retrieve the desired data and return the 
desired data to the data store reference object. The profile service instance uses the returned 
data as the value of the attribute. 
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